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New Mexico Environment Department 
Response to Public Comments 

on the April 17, 2026 WIPP 
Class 2 Permit Modification Request 

July 13, 2026

On April 17, 2026, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and Salado Isolation Mining Contractors LLC (SIMCO), (together the “Permittees”), submitted a 
Class 2 Permit Modification Request (PMR) [WIPP Facility Administrative Record (AR) 260413] to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), 
requesting to revise the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (Permit) for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
(WIPP) which contained three items entitled:  

1) Revise Reporting Frequencies and Specify Reporting Periods Associated with the Volatile Organic Compound Data Summary Report.
2) Revise Reporting Frequencies, Incorporate Groundwater Surface Elevation Report into Annual Culebra Groundwater Report, and Delineate

Reporting Periods Associated with the Water Level Monitoring Programs.
3) Remove the Mine Ventilation Rate Monitoring Report from Permit Part 4 and Permit Attachment A2, Remove Permit Attachment O.

The Permittees published a public notice [AR 260414] on April 21, 2026, that commenced a 60-day public comment period which ended on June 22, 2026. 
This document is the NMED response to written public comments received on this PMR, as required by 20.4.1.901.A.9 NMAC. 

Table 1 of this document lists entities and persons who commented on the PMR. 
Table 2 summarizes the comments received and contains the NMED’s responses thereto. 
Table 3 summarizes changes made to the Final Permit by NMED.  

Written comment submitted to NMED [AR 260618] and other documents related to the final action, including the redline strikeout (RLSO) versions of 
affected Permit Parts and Attachments, can be found on the NMED WIPP News webpage at the following link:  https://www.env.nm.gov/hazardous-
waste/wipp/ .  

Note: The Commenter ID in Table 1 corresponds to the Administrative Record (AR) number that identifies the comment in the Hazardous Waste Bureau’s 
WIPP Facility Record Index. An individual comment, and any WIPP Facility record, may be found by searching for its AR # in Facility Records, both links 
accessed on the above referenced webpage. 

Table 1: List of Public Commenters 

Commenter 
ID/AR # 

Commenter Organization, if applicable Date of Letter 

260618 Don Hancock Southwest Research and Information Center (SRIC) 6/22/2026 
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Table 2: Summaries of Public Comments and NMED Responses 

NMED Response 
Number/                                             

Topic Area 

Commenter 
ID/AR # 

Public Comment NMED Response 

R1 
 

260618 Commenter Hancock states he is not averse “to 
reducing the Permittees (or NMED’s) administrative 
burden, so long as public health and safety and basic 
regulatory requirements are being met.” Hancock does 
however request a change in the dates of submission 
with the intent that the Public and NMED will receive 
the data in these reports “on a more timely basis.” 

NMED has changed the submittal date for the 
Annual Culebra Report, which includes the 
Groundwater Surface Elevation Report, to October 
31, to align with the majority of Permit report 
submittal dates. The new date will partially address 
the commenter’s concern with having an earlier 
public review of the report while maintaining 
sufficient preparation time for the report.  
 

 
 

Table 3: Table of Changes made to the Final Permit by NMED 

Topic 

Proposed 
Final Permit 
Part/Attach

ment 

Proposed Final Permit Section Explanation of Changes 

Submission Date Part 5 Sections 5.10.2.1, 5.10.2.2, 5.10.2.3 Removed “November 30” annual submission date 
and changed to “October 31”. 

Submission Date Attachment L Section L-4c(1)(ii) 
 

Since the transmittal dates have been removed from 
Att. L, Section L-4c(1)(ii), NMED has inserted the 
following in order to maintain information in this 
section: "...specified in Permit Part 5". This reference 
is also found in other sections in Att. L.  
 

Submission 
Date/Editorial 

Attachment L Section L-4e(4) Removed “by November 30” for consistency. 

Editorial Attachment N Section N-3a(2)1 Removed erroneous underlining from this section: 
and inlet sides of each disposal room, with the 
exception of Room 1. An inlet sample head will not  
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Topic 

Proposed 
Final Permit 
Part/Attach

ment 

Proposed Final Permit Section Explanation of Changes 

be installed in Room 1 because panel closure will 
commence once Room 1 is filled. 
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