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Hazardous Waste Bureau - 2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6313
Telephone (505) 476-6000  -  www.env.nm.gov

MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM JAMES C. KENNEY
GOVERNOR CABINET SECRETARY

April 22, 2026 

Mark Bollinger, Manager Ken Harrawood, Program Manager
Department of Energy - Carlsbad Field Office Salado Isolation Mining Contractors LLC
P.O. Box 3090  P.O. Box 2078
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221-3090 Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221-2078

Re: Issuance of Agency-Initiated Modification (AIM) Draft Permit
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
EPA I.D. Number NM4890139088

Dear Mark Bollinger and Ken Harrawood, 

As initially stated in our February 11, 2026 letter to you, the New Mexico Environment Department 
(NMED) is issuing a Draft Permit proposing agency-initiated modifications to the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant (WIPP) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (Permit). Please allow this letter to serve as notification of 
this NMED action to the WIPP Permittees, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and the Salado Isolation 
Mining Contractors LLC (SIMCO).  

The New Mexico Hazardous Waste Regulations (20.4.1.900 NMAC [incorporating 40 CFR §270.41]) 
provide a mechanism for NMED to modify an existing permit for cause upon the receipt of information 
not available at the time of permit issuance if that information would have justified the application of 
different permit conditions. Based upon the background and administrative history presented by NMED 
in the associated April 23, 2026 Fact Sheet for this action, NMED has determined there is sufficient basis 
for the development of this agency-initiated modification that clarifies the priority to emplace legacy 
waste and reduces the risk of Los Alamos National Laboratory legacy waste during the current permit 
term. 

NMED is issuing a Public Notice on April 23, 2026 concurrently with the issuance of the Draft Permit, 
initiating the start of a 45-day public comment period that will end on June 8, 2026. The Draft Permit, 
Public Notice, and Fact Sheet associated with this action can be found on the NMED WIPP News webpage 
at https://www.env.nm.gov/hazardous-waste/wipp/. 

If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Megan McLean of my staff at 
(505) 690-5654, or by email at Megan.Mclean@env.nm.gov.
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Issuance of Agency-Initiated Modification (AIM) Draft Permit 
April 2 , 2026  

Sincerely, 

JohnDavid Nance 
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 

cc: M. McLean, NMED HWB
R. Maestas, NMED HWB
A. Donahue, NMED HWB
V. Diaz, NMED HWB
B. Moffett, NMED HWB
M. Gerle, DOE CBFO
R. Chavez, SIMCO
A. Waldram, SIMCO
A. Ansari, EPA ORIA
D. Schultheisz, EPA ORIA
J. Ellis, EPA ORIA
H. Shah, EPA Region 6
E. Christianson, EPA Region 6
DOE Mailroom: doe.mrc@wipp.doe.gov
CBFO Office Admin: CBFOOffice.Admin@cbfo.doe.gov
CBFO Site Documents: SiteDocuments@cbfo.doe.gov
File: WIPP ‘26

JohnDavid Nance
Digitally signed by JohnDavid 
Nance 
Date: 2026.04.22 16:37:44 -06'00'
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